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CHAPTER NO. 3
SENATE BILL NO. 637
By Ford
Substituted for: House Bill No. 366
By Bowers, Lois DeBerry, John DeBerry, Mike Turner

AN ACT to amend Tennessee Code Annotated, Title 13, Chapter 21, relative to the required
provisions of adoption of ordinances for slum clearance and redevelopment.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE:

SECTION 1. Tennessee Code Annotated, Section 13-21-103(6), is amended by
deleting the current language and inserting the following new language:

(6) The amount of the cost of such repairs, alterations or improvements, or
vacating and closing, or removal or demolition by the public officer, as well as
reasonable fees for registration, inspections and professional evaluations of the
property, shall be assessed against the owner of the property, and shall, upon the
certification of the sum owed being presented to the municipal tax collector, be a lien on
the property in favor of the municipality, second only to liens of the state, county and
municipality for taxes, any lien of the municipality for special assessments, and any valid
lien, right or interest in such property duly recorded or duly perfected by filing, prior to the
filing of such notice. These costs shall be collected by the municipal tax collector or
county trustee at the same time and in the same manner as property taxes are collected.
If the owner fails to pay the costs, they may be collected at the same time and in the
same manner as delinquent property taxes are collected and shall be subject to the
same penalty and interest as delinquent property taxes as set forth in § 67-5-2010 and
8§ 67-5-2410. In addition, the municipality may collect the costs assessed against the
owner through an action for debt filed in any court of competent jurisdiction. The
municipality may bring one (1) action for debt against more than one (1) or all of the
owners of properties against whom the costs have been assessed, and the fact that
multiple owners have been joined in one (1) action shall not be considered by the court
as a misjoinder of parties. If the structure is removed or demolished by the public officer,
the public officer shall sell the materials of such structure and shall credit the proceeds of
such sale against the cost of the removal or demolition, and any balance remaining shall
be deposited in the chancery court by the public officer, shall be secured in such manner
as may be directed by such court, and shall be disbursed by such court to the person
found to be entitled thereto by final order or decree of such court. Nothing in this section
shall be construed to impair or limit in any way the power of the municipality to define
and declare nuisances and to cause their removal or abatement, by summary
proceedings or otherwise.

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect July 1, 2005, the public welfare requiring it.
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